THE   TEACHING    OF   NUMBER

weights of objects. Attention may be directed to the
skill of the butcher or cheesemonger, who are often able
to gauge almost exactly the required weight of meat or
cheese. Simple exercises in judgment of weight can be
proposed; we can prepare packets or bags of sand, rice,
beads or nuts, and let the children first estimate the
weight and then test their judgment with the scales.

Knowledge of the relations of the quart, pint, half-
pint and one-third pint can be developed along the
same lines in connection with the bottles of milk sup-
plied to home and school.

Measurement of length is developed through the neces-
sity for more accurate measurement in construction,
e.g. in sawing strips of wood for the legs of a table
for the dolPs house or in making things like curtains
for the windows of the large play-house. Between six
and seven, the children may have set up a draper's
shop and have used the yard measure of the draper's
counter. Most of them will also be familiar with the
schoolboy's ruler and long to become the proud pos-
'sessor of one.

At about seven years of age, we can help the children
to organise their practical experiences by giving a few
lessons on the common measures of length, such as the
yard stick, the tape measure, the carpenter's foot-rule
and the ordinary 12-inch ruler. We may decide to
start with the ruler, since the children should learn to
use a simple form of this before promotion to the
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